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PRINCIPAL’S POST 

Nau mai haere mai, Greetings ● Tena Koutou ● Talofa Lava ● Malo e Lelei ● Namaste ● Ni sa bula                     
● Noaia'e mauri ● Kia Orana ● Asalam Alykum ● Ni Hao ● Konnichiwa ● An Nyung Ha Sai Yo ●                     
Nay Ho ● Goeie Môre ● Привет  
 

SEPTEMBER GREETINGS 
Our roll is now 544 learners. A very special welcome to our new families who have joined us permanently                   
this term on our journey towards our vision of “Learning for Life” and these new learners:  

✯Astin Dean, ✯David Toman,✯Elena Toman, ✯Callum Kirkhoff, 
✯Wesley Ng, ✯Flynn Schultz and Jackson Haslip✯.  

 

OUR LEARNING PATHWAY 
To accompany our Language of Learning and       
GEMS that I reported to you in our August         
newsletter, I’d like to share with you today our         
Sunnyhills School Learning Pathway. Although this      
process may have been traditionally used to       
describe “Inquiry Learning” or topic studies we       
believe no matter what the learning context or        
curriculum, we believe learning takes this pathway.       
Inquiry is a process that can find a home within a           
specific discipline but can also help students think        
across disciplines  
 
This pathway is a four step process for our learners:  

 
1: ​Get Thinking - ​During the “Get         
thinking” stage of the learners inquiry the learners should be exposed to lots of different                             
experiences and ideas to ​challenge them to ​think and ​wonder​, activate interest and raise                           
questions about the world around them. The ignition stage requires considered planning from                         
the teacher in order to ​engage the learners and ​activate their curiosities​. Our learners will                             
pose ​thoughtful questions and be ready to develop new understandings. The learners                       
wonderings​, an initial snapshot of their level of understanding around the key concepts of                           
the ​Big Idea​, will be recorded at this stage. The learners will begin to develop questions                               
about the Big Idea, and these questions will form the key direction of their Inquiry. It is crucial                                   

that this stage is fun, exciting and ​stimulates​ a thirst for learning and the need to find out more.  
 
2: ​Explore - ​This stage is where the learners begin to find out more about the Big Idea, and                                  
start to ​explore their own personal questions and wonderings through ​research,                     
experimentation, experiences, collaboration and ​communication​. This is where they                 
consolidate their prior knowledge and collect information. They will then sift, sort and classify                           
information deciding on its relevance. This stage may provoke more questions to gather                         
deeper understandings and is primarily student driven. The learners still need to be explicitly                           

taught the skills of researching, experimenting, recording, triangulating and cross checking information,                       
predicting and ​critical thinking​ in order to ensure the quality of ​exploration​. 
 




